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“Crimes Covered by Criminal Immunity”
Researcher: Bashar Hazem Al Ahmad
Islamic University of Lebanon

basharhazemahmad@gmail.com

Immunity is characterized by a set of features that grant it significant importance in the legal system of
both international and domestic criminal law: First, immunity provides protection to the categories of
individuals covered by it, at least during the period of holding the position for which the law grants
immunity to its holders, or in the case of legal entities possessing international legal personality.

Second, immunity is considered a real right enjoyed by the individuals concerned. The judiciary cannot
strip this right as long as it is within the limits of the law that establishes and guarantees the immunity.

Third, one of the features of immunity is that it prevents the application of procedural aspects of the law.
Judicial immunity does not remove the criminal nature of the act if all its elements are present, but rather
prevents the prosecution or arrest of the perpetrator—whether the immunity pertains to a natural or legal
person residing within their own country or in the territory of another state.

Fourth, immunity is not absolute or indefinite. A state or international organization to which the
individual belongs can waive immunity, thus allowing prosecution before the courts of the host state.
Furthermore, it is permissible to pursue legal proceedings in the courts of the person’s home country,
which is akin to delegation or referral of jurisdiction, and can be carried out at the request of the state
where the crime was committed. In such cases, it is the legal proceedings that are suspended—not the
crime itself, which remains present, along with the responsibility for it, until the envoy returns to their
home country.

Keywords: Individual criminal responsibility — Criminal immunity — International crimes — Judicial
criminal immunity
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